88                                  PLAISTED                      [July 1750
Two miles to the westward of Tabya there are high hills,
on which stands a building resembling a chapel1, and
nearer the town is a noble quarry of white transparent
alabaster, of which the capital above mentioned was most
probably made. This place and the adjacent country- gave
me more pleasure than anything I had met writh since I left
Busserah.
We were alarmed yesterday with about fifteen horsemen,
who rode towards us on full gallop. Our people went out to
meet them with their musquets, which prevented their doing
any more harm than carrying of[f] a straggling camel. But
at midnight we had another alarm which put us into greater
fright, occasioned by the arrival of the Bagdad caravan, which
we had left at the watering place, and wrhich we at first
apprehended to be an enemy. From hence WTC dispatched an
Arab to the Bashaw of Aleppo to acquaint him with the near
approach of our caravan.
July the 19^/2. We proceeded on our journey just at sunrise,
and passed between Tayba send the hills, and then entered
into a gravelly plain. At nine we came among other hills,
where the soil is as yellow as oker. After this we advanced
into a plain surrounded with hills, and marched through an
opening at the farther end, which led into another plain,
\vhere we encamped at five in the afternoon. Days* journey
from Busserah twenty two.
July the zoth. This day we wTere in motion half an hour
before sunrise; and at first we passed through a barren plain
to the westward of which is a hill, where there is a white
house or fort. At the end of the plain the country is uneven,
but not hilly; and so continued till three in the afternoon,
and then we entered another plain abounding with shrubs.
We encamped a little before sunset. Days' journey from
Busserah twenty three.
July the zist. We began our march at half an hour before
sunrise, and passed over a rising ground till nine, very full
of holes. The soil was chiefly hardened sand, which con-
1 The shrine of Sheikh Ibrahim, a local saint; it was still standing at
the time of Musil's visit in 1908.